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On a foggy Thursday evening at
California State University Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB) the lights go
down at the World Theater. The
curtain rises on the brave wom
en depicting those of Eve Ensler’s
Vagina Monologues. Sudden
ly I see my classmates and col
leagues in a new light; dissemi
nating truth with bold new voices.
Their synergy onstage did not
come from solely from a structured
curriculum, but a fine balance
of comradery and circumstance.
For most of us, the choice
to come to CSUMB was to re
ceive (or provide) an education.
But what many of us will find is
that the heart of an education
beats outside the classroom.
It is beyond the classroom
where we can take what we re
ceive and put it into action. It
is where the conversations we
share can flourish into reality.
This issue of the Otter Realm
celebrates what we can do to en
rich ourselves and the community.
Sometimes
education
comes from stretching our
selves
beyond
our
limits.
For example, we can run a mile
(or two) in our undies for a good
cause, we can explore our region
and make new friends along the
way or we can revel at the new fron
tier of technological innovation.
Sometimes education manifests
itself as a reaction to adversity.
And in the process of learning, we
can also inform and engage others.
V-Day is one such move
ment that can inspire change.
This event, called CSUMB Ris

ing on our campus, is a part of
the 1 Billion Rising campaign
which focuses on ending sexu
al assault on women worldwide.
Another comes in the wake of
the Charlie Hebdo attack which
took place in Paris before spring
semester’s start. This occur
rence can be a catalyst to reflect
on our own views of freedom of
speech at home as well as abroad.
In this issue, we also reflect
in observance of Black History
Month. Throughout the month
of February many events are be
ing held at CSUMB to illuminate,
celebrate and admire the beauty
and resilience of African Amer
icans in the face of oppression.
For spring 2015, the Otter Realm
is moving beyond the classroom
as well with a new crew of writ
ers and an exciting new outlook.
We have hired a new Web
master, Toutua Vang, sophmore
and Multimedia Manager, Lupe
Becerra, CART, senior. Our
new team will focus on cover
ing stories like these in future
issues while adding more layers
with video and podcasts. This
way we will be more adaptive
to the ways we learn and grow
as a university and community.
As our team continues to grow,
so does our reputation. The Otter
Realm was recently nominated for
seven awards by the California Col
lege Media Association (CCMA).
Nominations
include
Best
Newspaper, Best Overall Newspa
per Design and Best Special Issue.
We will be traveling to the Asso
ciated College Press conference in
Los Angeles later this month, and
it has been a privilege to write for
this publication. I would like to
thank all the staff who contrib
uted to the Otter Realm in 2014.
While it cannot be said that
we would be here without the
safety in experimentation that
that a classroom provides, it is
not enough. It is vital that we
use the knowledge we absorb in
these rooms and press beyond
the confines of a weekly schedule.
Because when the curtain
closes on our formal educa
tion here at CSUMB it proba
bly won’t be the homework or
midterms that we remember.
It will be the knowledge we use
that will survive in our memo
ries and transform our legacy.

www.otterrealm.com

WHATyouOTTERdoing
be
February 12 — February 25
2/12

2/13

2/14

VALENTINE'S DAY
FUNDRAISER
STUDENT CENTER-STARBUCKS
12:00pm-2:00pm

THE QUEER CRIME OF
CROSS DRESSING
UNIVERSITY CENTER-LIVING
ROOM/FIREPLACEROOM
10:00am-2:00pm

BACKPACKING
BIG SUR
STUDENT CENTER
-EAST LOUNGE
8:00am-5:00pm

FRIDAY MOUNTAIN
BIKE RIDES W/ CYCLE
CTR.
OTTER CYCLE CENTER
12:00pm-3:00pm

ENJOY LIVE MUSIC
AND RESTORE
FORT ORD!
IMJIN AND RESERVATION

OUT OF THE BLUES
GROUP
HEALTH CENTER-BLDG 80
CONFERENCE ROOM 90
3:30pm-5:00pm

TRIVIA NIGHT (BLACK
HISTORY MONTH)
STUDENT CENTER-WEST LOUNGE
6:30pm-7:30pm

10:00AM-1:00PM

LEAGUE OF SMASHERS
CLUB MEETING
MEDIA LEARNING CENTER
ROOM 120
7:00PM-9:00PM

2/15

2/16

2/17

2/18

2/19

2/20

2/21

INTRAMURAL
SPORTS - FLAG
FOOTBALL LEAGUE
STUDENT RECREATION FIELD
9:00am-12:00pm

CAMPUS TOUR
PRESENTATION
STUDENT CENTER
CONFERENCE ROOM 120
10:40am-11:30am

LITERATURE STAND
TABLING
MAIN QUAD
9:30am-4:00pm

LITERATURE STAND
TABLING
MAIN QUAD
9:30am-4:00pm

LITERATURE STAND
TABLING
MAIN QUAD
9:30am-4:00pm

FRIDAY MOUNTAIN BIKE
RIDES W/ CYCLE CTR.
OTTER CYCLE CENTER
12:00pm-3:00pm

HAVE A HEART 2015
SILENT & LIVE
AUCTION
ALUMNI & VISITOR’S CENTER BOARDROOM 1
11:00am-1:00pm

HAVE A HEART 2015
SILENT & LIVE
AUCTION
ALUMNI & VISITOR’S CENTER BOARDROOM 1
11:00AM-1:00PM

OUT OF THE BLUES
GROUP
HEALTH CENTER-BLDG 80
CONFERENCE ROOM 90
3:30pm-5:00pm

HELP RESTORE THE
NATIVE DUNE
HABITATS!
DUNES DRIVE JUST OFF
RESERVATION ROAD
8:30am

BLACK BIOLOGY
STUDENT CENTER-WEST LOUNGE
10:00pm-10:50pm

SOCIAL WITH THE
LADIES OF SIGMA
OMEGA NU
STUDENT CENTER-WEST LOUNGE
8:30pm-9:30pm

WHAT IS BLACK? FO
RUM PART 2
STUDENT CENTER CONFERENCE
ROOM 113
8:00pm-10:00pm

2/25

RESUME & COVER
LETTER WRITING
WORKSHOP
BARNET SEGAL AUDITORIUM
(TAFM LIBRARY) ROOM 1180
12:00pm-1:30pm
MB SAILING BOARD
MEETING
STUDENT CENTER-SMALL
CONFERENCE ROOM 150
10:00pm-10:50pm

2/22

2/23

2/24

INTRAMURAL
SPORTS - FLAG
FOOTBALL LEAGUE
STUDENT RECREATION FIELD
9:00am-12:00am

MCOE MIDDLE
SCHOOL YOUTH DAY
UNIVERSITY CENTER
8:00am-3:00pm

CAMPUS TOUR
PRESENTATION
STUDENT CENTER
CONFERENCE ROOM 120
10:40am-11:30am

AS PRESENTS: ZUMBA!

6:00pm-7:00pm
OTTER IMPROV CLUB
MEETING
STUDENT CENTER-WEST LOUNGE
8:00pm-9:50pm

NSLS SPEAKER
BROADCAST: DEBBI
FIELDS
STUDENT CENTER-WEST LOUNGE
4:00pm-6:00pm

BUSINESS CLUB
OFFICER MEETING
STUDENT CENTER-SMALL CONFER
ENCE ROOM 150
3:00pm-5:00pm

HUNGER GAMES
MOCKINGJAY
WORLD THEATER
9:30pm-11:00pm

DESIGN STUDIO CLUB
MEETING
MEDIA LEARNING CENTER
6:00 PM-7:30pM

OUTDOOR ADVEN
TURE CLUB CLIMB
ING SOCIAL
SACTUARY ROCK GYM IN SAND
CITY
5:00pm-7:00pm

Submit your work!
The Otter Realm is
always accepting student
submissions highlight
achievements.

Send us your work!

-Cartoons
-Editorials/Opinion
Short Stories
-Photography
-Poetry
-Anything creative!

Please email your submissions to otterrealm@csumb.edu
www.otterrealm.com
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SAFETY FIRST IN TRANSPORTATION
EVERY STUDENT HAS THE RIGHT TO BE SAFE BY REMINDING THEMSELVES
OF SAFETY GUIDELINES FOR ALL COMMUTERS ON CAMPUS

Brittainie Gomez, Staff Reporter
BGOMEZ@CSUMB.EDU
At the University Police Department (UPD)
a reference copy of the California Vehicle
Code is available. Before getting on the
road, pedestrians or those who use other
forms of transportation, must know and
practice the guidelines. To ensure high
er quality safety there recently have been
tabling campaigns to promote responsi
ble and safe traveling. These informative
campaigns, educate not only for safety but
theft prevention and maintenance as well.
University Police states “signs encour
aging stopping at stop signs will be posted
at areas with high cyclist traffic,” on the
California State University, Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) campus which takes part in this
participation in the outreach for safety.
UPD has made available on our schools
website, many links to key safety topics,
to provide students the awareness of pre
cautions and many dangers on the road.
According to UPD’s website, “as a part
of the California Vehicle Code, Universi
ty Police Officers reserve the right to en
force the law.” But as students we should
help each other and help ourselves by re
assuring ourselves the rules and regula
tions of the roads. It Also states that “such
regulations are enforceable on all prop
erty under the control and jurisdiction
of California State University, Monterey
Bay including campus areas... Traffic reg
ulations of the University and the State of
California will be enforced at all times.”
The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration presented the traffic safe
ty facts from 2012. These facts record the
deaths (724) and injuries (49,000) in the
United States, with 124 deaths for Califor
nia alone. “The number of pedalcyclists
killed in 2012 is six percent higher than
the 682 pedalcyclists killed in 2011.” And
according to their data from 2010-2011 it
increased higher than seven percent. Al
though drivers’ licenses are earned, un
derstandably in today’s day drivers are
more careless and apt to break the law.
Although drivers licenses are earned,
they can just as easily be taken away. Traf
fic and Parking Regulations of CSUMB
state that, “it is unlawful to disobey any
sign, signal, or ask other traffic control
devices.” Students might not understand
how easy it is to be distracted while driv
ing, at any moment the driver isn’t look
ing at the road there could be chaos.
Additionally it states that “the Trust
ees of California State University, may
adopt rules or regulations, to restrict, or
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specify the conditions for, the use of bicy
cles, motorized bicycles, skateboards, and
roller skates...” these rules can be used
to the university’s advantage allowing all
supplies necessary to remind the cam
pus secure driving decorum. Even if all
rules of the road are not being followed,
if one stays aware of other travelers, small
and large accidents can be prevented.
Please help create a safe communi
ty aware of all forms of transportation!!

All photos by: Andres Hernandez

www.otterrealm.com

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
ADOPTS NEW OPT-OUT FEE
ACROSS CSU SYSTEM
$2 GOES A LONG WAY,
"SUCCESS FEES" TAKE
A STEP BACK

Alex Hennessey, Production Manager

AHENNESSEY@CSUMB.EDU

California State University (CSU) student
leadership will be taking a larger role in
advocacy and policy making now that the
CSU Board of Trustees has adopted a new
fee, funding an organization advocating
for students on the state, and federal level.
The Student Involvement and Repre
sentation Fee (SIRF) will create a model
of income for the California State Student
Association (CSSA), an organization ded
icated to providing a collective voice for
CSU students to the CSU system on the
state and federal levels of government.
The new fee consists of a $2 fee per
term, per student, built into tuition begin
ning the 2015-2016 academic year. Even
though the fee is optional, students must
personally request to opt-out of the fee.
“I am incredibly proud to have worked
with the CSU trustees and administra
tion on this important student leadership

CSUMB Tanimura & Antle Family Memorial Library

www.otterrealm.com

A CSUMB student taking a break on campus in a hammock inbetween classes.

and governance issue,” said CSSA Chair
Devon Graves, a student at Cal Poly Po
mona, according to CSSA’s press release.
With 447,000 students in the CSU sys
tem, the new fee will generate $894,000
for CSSA, granted no students opt-out.
CSSA’s Student Involvement and Repre
sentation Fee wasn’t the only thing approved
by the CSU Board of Trustee’s Wednesday.
With rising tuition and hiking stu
dent fee’s on everyone’s minds, the
CSU Board of Trustee’s approved a
new system in which “success” fees
are
implemented
in
Universities.
Currently, 12 out of the 24 CSU cam
puses have student “success” fees, ranging
from $35 at Cal State Dominguez Hills,
and $780 at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, ac
cording to a report from Press-Telegram.
The new system will require students
to approve hikes in Student Success fee’s,

as opposed to an alternative consultation,
which involves campaign teams from indi
vidual universities gathering information
from students, faculty, and the commu
nity, that is reported back to the Univer
sities President and Fee Advisory Com
mittee to approve or deny the increase.
Evan Bautista, a junior business major at
California State University Monterey Bay
agrees with the decision. “I think it’s im
portant that students have a voice in decid
ing increases in all fees. Although CSUMB
doesn’t have a student success fee, I would
want to be able to vote on it if we did.”
The California State University system
divides fees into five different categories: I.
System-wide, II. Campus Mandatory Fees,
III. Miscellaneous Course Fees, IV. Fees to
reimburse universities for additional costs
resulting in dishonored payments, late
submissions, or misuse of property, and V.

Photo by: Estella Porras

Self-support fees like parking and housing.
The important category is II which
includes the Student Success Fee, Stu
dent Union Fee, Associated Students
Fee, Orientation Fee, and Health Ser
vices Fee. Although Student Success Fees
remain important and on the minds of
universities and students, the decision
by the CSU Board of Trustees does not
set precedent for all Category II Fees.
Fee proposals such as California State
Monterey Bay’s Student Union Fee are un
der an alternative consultation process right
now. A possible $188 or $388 increase may
be approved by the President and Fee Advi
sory Committee for the 2015-2016 Academ
ic year for a Student Union and Recreation
Center that would not open until 2019.

Photo by: Alex Hennessey
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COMMUNITY SUBMISSION:

CSUMB, SEASIDE, AND AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY - PART I

Steven Goings. MSW student (2017), Adviser
for the NAACP@CSUMB

SGOINGS@CSUMB.EDU

As the nation celebrates Black History
Month, it is long overdue that California
State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
lift up the unique history of African
Americans in the City of Seaside - which
is after all, CSUMB’s official address.
Fortunately, there have been some re
cent efforts that will greatly aid this under

taking. These include books by Jan Adkins
and Carol McKibben, an oral history proj
ect by CSUMB service learning students
under the direction of Professor Rina Benmayor, and the History of Seaside exhibit
currently on display at the Peace Resource
Center in Seaside, organized by Akin Miller.
In the introduction to Adkins’ 2015 book,
African Americans of Monterey County we
learn that people of African heritage have
been in the county as far back as the 1770’s.
They were among those who helped build
the Carmel Mission; two, Pio Pico and Man
uel Victoria, served as governors before
American statehood; after statehood, Mon
terey County would become the home of re
tired buffalo soldiers and Tuskegee airmen.
We also learn that the first African Amer
ican church in Monterey County was First
Baptist Church of Pacific Grove, established
in 1909. The nation’s biggest and oldest civ
il rights organization, the National Associa
tion for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), opened the Monterey Branch in
1932 and the Salinas Branch in 1939 (now
combined as the Monterey County Branch).
In 2008, Pacific Grove native, Ben Jeal
ous, was elected the national President of
the NAACP thereby becoming one of the
most prominent civil rights leaders in the

STUDENTSUBMIS ION
I have been told I am not black
enough to be called Black.

I have been told I am not white
enough to be called White.
I have been preached to that I
am not good enough
and been told I am not worthy.
I have been passed over,
looked through,
and forgotten in plain site.
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country and, at thirty-five, the youngest
president in the NAACP’s 100-year history.
The earlier book, 2011’s Racial Beach
head: Diversity and Democracy in a Mil
itary Town by Carol McKibben, chronicles
the development of Ft. Ord as the first U.S
military base to achieve complete racial in
tegration, the incorporation of Seaside as a
minority majority city, and the development
of Seaside as the largest African American
community between Los Angeles and Oak
land. It was also one of the most important
African American communities in the state.
As far back as 1956, Monroe Jones was
elected to the Seaside City Council thereby
becoming one of only three African Amer
icans serving on city councils in Califor
nia at that time. The black leadership of
Seaside was deeply connected to the Civil
Rights Movement as evidenced by the 1962
visit of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. In
1976, Oscar Lawson became Seaside’s first
black mayor - again one of only three in
the state. But mostly, Racial Beachhead
chronicles the relationship between Ft.
Ord and Seaside; a relationship that has
been replaced in 1994 - for better or for
worse - in the wake of the closing of Ft.
Ord, by the opening of CSU Monterey Bay.
In part two of this commentary, I will

consider the question , “Is CSUMB do
ing enough to preserve the unique history
—and continuation — of African Ameri
cans in the City of Seaside?” There are
both hopeful and troubling indicators.
On the positive side, there are strong
relationships with the Village Proj
ect and the NAACP, as well as the de
velopment of a community/campus
coalition called the Seaside Project.
But some recent events — including ini
tially ignoring Seaside on CSUMB’s virtual
and new faculty bus tours; an egregious
ly biased police report against an African
American student that led to eviction from
student housing and costly charges by the
DA that were eventually dropped through
the advocacy efforts of Deb Busman and
the NAACP@CSUMB; and the failure to
move forward with implementation of Ti
tle IX policy & procedure and racial sen
sitivity training for campus administra
tors as agreed to many months ago as an
initial settlement to the case - cast doubt.

Danielle Borde

Third year Kinesiology major.

I've been graded by your defini
tion of my character and been
sterilized by your standards.
Flesh and bone is only temporary
And still I stand.
and only the product of my ancestors
Tenfingers.
fucking. But I forgive you.
Ten toes.
See what you see in me is not what I
Standing as Truth.
see you.
MyTruth.
Oh.
For I am Love.
Oh?
I am Loved.
What do I see?
And I am Loving.
I see Me.
Your actions, thoughts, and
words are just that...yours.
I am a human being.
I am a hue of a man being.
I am Being.
www.otterreaIm.com

HISTORY IN THE MAKING

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS PAY TRIBUTE TO BLACK
HISTORY MONTH AT CSUMB

Nick Emanuel, Staff Reporter

NEMANUEL@CSUMB.EDU
All throughout the month of Febru
ary, local clubs and organizations will
be hosting celebrations for Black Histo
ry Month (BHM) on the campus of Cal
ifornia State University, Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) to raise awareness and pro
mote participation in the community.
Events began Feb. 1 and will continue
through Feb. 26, providing students and
members of the community the oppor
tunity to celebrate, remember and honor
African American leaders and legacies.

It is also important to reflect, and edu
cate each other about the on-going is
sues of race and racism in this country.
Local chapters and organizations such as
the National Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People (NAACP) the Black
Students United (BSU), Associated Students
(AS), Otter Cross Cultural Center (OC3)
along with many other clubs have organized
events inspired by moments in our history,
ranging from the works of poet Maya Ange
lou, to the tragic death of Trayvon Martin,
a Florida teenager killed by a neighbor
hood watch volunteer in February of 2012 .
Mia Elliott, Liberal Studies Major and

Photo by: Di Andra Espinoza

www.otterrealm.com

President of The NAACP at CSUMB, said to
the Otter Realm “I am very excited to final
ly get our events out to the people and see
all of our ideas finally come to life.” Elliott
promoted all of the events with tremendous
passion, but expressed the most excitement
towards the Annual Trayvon Martin March.
The Third Annual Trayvon Martin “Black
Out” Silent March brought awareness to
racial profiling and honored the memory
of Trayvon Martin. The NAACP, with the
help of the BSU, held this event on Feb.
5, Martin’s birthday. At around 12 p.m.
students gathered at the Black Box Caba
ret and marched silently throughout the
campus holding up signs with phrases like
“Hands up Dont Shoot.” Students honored
the life of Trayvon Martin spreading aware
ness until at around 2 in the afternoon.
The popularity of this event continues to
grow every year and the NAACP is grateful
with the amount of students that showed
up to support the function. If students
are interested in future events and would
like to know more, reach out to NAACP or
BSU members or go online to the school’s
website to find more information under
the link, “Student Activities”. Students
can also attend the weekly NAACP gen

Participants at the hat making workshop

eral meetings at 6 p.m. in the Student
Center on Wednesdays for more infor
mation on events, the club, and informa
tion about doing more in the community.
Alex Morales, CSUMB sophomore work
ing toward a degree in Visual and Public
Arts, expressed his feelings about CSUMB’s
observances of BHM saying “I think it is
great that our school has events spread out
throughout the whole month. It makes it
easier for students like me to attend events
even with such a busy schedule. ” Morales is
also interested in the Harlem Nights which
takes place on Feb. 19 in the Student Center
from 8 to 10 p.m. Harlem Nights explores the
Harlem Renaissance, showcasing mono
logues, poetry, art and music from the era.
The Soul on Soledad (Feb. 13), The Black
Biology Night (Feb. 20) and the third annu
al Jamboree (TBD) are just a few examples
of events to come. “These events are not just
about having fun, but raising awareness for
local clubs in the community,” said Morales.
To find out about more about the
events happening at CSUMB thoughout
Black History Month, log on to http://
activities.csumb.edu/heritage-months.

Photo by: Di Andra Espinoza
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HUNGRY for options?
WHERE AND WHEN TO
EAT ON CAMPUS

Students like the chicken wings buffalo style, specifically burgers, fresh salads, pastas at Monte's.

Photo by Susan Webb

Susan Webb, Staff Reporter

SUWEBB@CSUMB.EDU
From tofu to steak, passion tea lemonade to beer, here are five op
tions that will satiate the taste buds of hungry and thirsty Otters.

Starbucks

cOtter
Express

Next to the Student Center is Otter Express (OE), another great
place to grab food on the go or lounge and grub. The WOW
Cafe station features fresh food made to order. The chicken ten
ders with dipping sauces (including three different kinds of
barbecue) are a student favorite. You can order five alone or
three in a combination with fries and a 20 oz. fountain drink
for a total of $7.29. At the OE, you can also buy a “Choose to
Reuse” mug for $4.99 and get $.99 refills in it from then on.
Sushi Chef Jackie Chen and his helpers provide fresh
sushi and packaged items like Dragon roll and Rain
bow roll to hungry students and faculty. They also
have vegetarian options like brown rice vegetable rolls.
At the Sub Connection station, you can create the sand
wich of your choice (avocado is free!) or, if you’re short on time,
grab one of their pre-made sandwiches. There is a microwave
there, too, if you need a place to warm up your food from home.
The OE also carries Earthbound Farms packaged items, a
local provider of fresh and organic produce and ingredients.
Andrew Olsen, a senior in Environmental Studies, says that the
OE has the best Wi-fi on campus and that the lounge is a good
place not only to eat and work, but also to hang out and play board
games or cards. There is also a stocked dessert freezer, featuring
Haagen-Dazs and Ben & Jerry’s icecreams, as well as Udi’s desserts
can buy a "Choose to Reuse" mug for $4.99 and get
for gluten-free options.The Otter Express is open Monday-Friday $You
0.99 refills in it.
11 a.m.-12 a.m. and Saturday-Sunday 2 p.m. to 12 a.m.
Photo by Susan Webb

Students ordering at Starbucks in the Student Center.
Photo by Susan Webb

Whether you’re on your way to class or need to blow off steam with
a game of air hockey, Starbucks in the Student Center is an ideal lo
cation to refuel. Starbucks is located off Inter-Garrison Road in Main
Quad, where three out of five campus food locations are centered.
All of California State University Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB) food
outlets take all Otter Meal Plans and Starbucks takes Starbucks
gift cards. Hours are the same as the Student Center itself, open
Monday-Thursday from 7 a.m.-11:45 p.m. (doors close prompt
ly 15 minutes before the hour), Friday from 7 a.m.-9:45 p.m., Sat
urday from 10 a.m.-9:45 p.m. and Sunday from 12 a.m.-9:45 p.m.
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A hungry student orders a sandwich at the Otter Express' Sub Connection.
Photo by Susan Webb
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Dining
Commons

Next to the OE, the Dining Commons (DC) provides daily meals,
as well as themed food events like Mardis Gras happening Feb.
17. Check out their calendar for other dates and happenings.
The first Friday lunch of every month at the DC is called “Local First.”
This month’s feature was Monterey Dungeness Crab. The DC’s regular
seven food stations also offer a plethora of nourishment. In addition
to international food, a grill, a taqueria and pizzeria, the “Simple Serv
ings” station is specifically designed for the allergy conscious. They even
have special color coded silverware, to prevent cross contamination.
There’s also a soup, salad and deli bar as well as a vegetarian station.
Madeline Britt, a marketing intern and alumnus says that the DC seat
ing area is quiet after lunch, for students that want to study “while wait
ing for dinner to roll around”. The DC serves breakfast Monday-Friday
from 7 a.m.-10 a.m., with a continental breakfast from 10-11 a.m. Lunch
is 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and dinner is 5-8 p.m. Weekend and holiday brunch is
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and weekend and holiday dinner hours are 5-7p.m.

The Majestic Dining Commons in its natural habitat
Photo by Susan Webb

Library Cafe

Monte's

Beyond the Library Cafe, beside the Student Bookstore in the University Cen
ter is Monte’s, another eatery. Formerly known as the Otter Bay Restaurant, Mon
te’s is a full service restaurant that offers a unique and local sports bar, and restau
rant feeling with generous portions, Earthbound Farms produce and reasonable prices.
Happy hour, from 4 - 5:30 p.m., or “Sunset Specials” as they call them, includes $1 Gil
roy garlic fries or a 10 oz. Coors Light for $2. In addition to great food, beer, and wine, Mon
te’s other specialty is their milkshakes. The chocolate mint “Creme de Menthe” is very pop
ular, and they feature a special flavor each month. February’s featured flavor is “Black Cherry.”
Student favorites include the chicken wings buffalo style, specialty burgers, fresh salads, pas
tas, vegetarian and gluten free items, plus a variety of courses like egg rolls, pulled pork slid
ers and steak with fries. Check the monthly specials for more options. They also note on their
menu what is local, organic, vegan, gluten free, and Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch
Certified. Monte’s serves lunch Monday-Friday from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. They open for Sun
set Specials from 4-5:30 p.m. Dinner is served 5:30-9 p.m. Closed Saturdays and Sundays.

The indoor and outdoor lounge seating areas are great for taking a minute to
yourself or to go over notes with classmates.
Photo by Susan Webb

When
stepping
into
the
Tanimura
& Antle
Family Memo
rial Library off Divarty Road, students can find the Library
Cafe. They serve food on the go and brew Peet’s coffee and tea.
According to Ashley Hudson, shift leader and Global Studies Senior, the
food is prepared fresh daily at the DC, packaged and sent over to the cafe.
They offer salads, wraps and sandwiches, plus yogurt parfaits and snack cups.
They’re also known for hot paninis. Hudson recommends the Turkey Club.
And if coffee with fancy flavors like “spicy chocolate” or revitalizing Sencha
green tea is not what you need to refresh, then fruit smoothies will save the day.
This year, the Library Cafe has added ‘create your own’ mixtures like wild ber
ry, peach mango and protein, and immunity boosts for health and enjoyment.
The indoor and outdoor lounge seating areas are great for tak
ing a minute to yourself or to go over notes with classmates. Library
Cafe also has a microwave for student use and a water dispenser to re
fill bottles. Library hours are Monday-Thursday 7:30 a.m. - 10 p.m., Fri
day 7:30 a.m.- 4 p.m., and Sunday 4-10 p.m., closed on Saturdays.

www.otterreaIm.com

Monte's is a full service restaurant that offers a unique and local sports bar, and restaurant
feeling with generous portions, Earthbound Farm produce and reasonable prices.
Photo by Susan Webb

*All food outlets at CSUMB are run by Sodexo. Dining and meal plan info can be found
at csumb.sodexomyway.com
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ARE WE CHARLIE?
Photo Provided By: Creative Commons

Jeremy Majjasie. Staff Reporter

JMAJJASIE@CSUMB. EDU
On Jan. 7, in response to cartoon
depictions of the prophet Mu
hammad made by the satirical
magazine Charlie Hebdo, Mus
lim extremists opened fire on
writers, cartoonists, bodyguards,
and editors; in total 17 people af
filiated with the magazine were
killed. The act raised questions
across the globe: Should free
speech be limited? And, what
is the price of Free Speech?
The controversial events in
Paris have received attention
from all over the world, includ
ing from mainstream media

such as the British Broadcasting
Channel (BBC) where Califor
nia State University Monterey
Bay HCOM professor Patrick
Belanger first heard of them.
Responding to the questionable
cartoons themselves, the profes
sor says: “Taste is personal.... The
cartoons don’t offend me, but they
clearly did offend many other peo
ple.” Belanger, an enthusiast of
the Enlightenment, sees the im
portance of free speech. Although
skeptical of an absolutist ap
proach he states, “I tend to prior
itize free expression over possible
emotional harms it may cause. Re
strictions on speech derived from
judgments about taste or intent
can set a dangerous precedent.”
The HCOM professor elabo
rates how free speech can spark
a debate: “At times the appropri
ate reaction to offensive speech
is to counter it with further
speech.” Even though Belanger
is sympathetic to Muslims who
were offended by the magazine,
he remains adamant that lethal
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A STUDENT AND PROFESSOR SHARE
THEIR VIEWS ON FREE SPEECH AND
THE PARIS ATTACKS

violence is not a just response. on news but still find it difficult to
Before the attack, known sa gain a true opinion on the story.
tirical magazine, Charlie Hebdo, Sophomore CST major, Andrew
published cartoons featuring the Martin shared his views, saying
prophet Muhammad. To some, that just because one can make
the comics may seem obscene or fun of another person’s beliefs,
crude but the magazine published it doesn’t necessarily mean you
them anyway. After seeing the should. Martin also believes that
cartoons, Muslim extremists infil CSUMB is a warm embracing en
trated Charlie Hebdo’s headquar vironment for free speech. “I defi
ters and shot 17 people affiliated nitely think it is, especially with
with the magazine in retaliation. the fact that most of our classes
The is
have
us
sue of
doing
pre

“Taste is personal.... The
Charlie
sentations.
cartoons don't offend me,
H e b So, it gets
do re but they clearly did offend
us up and
leased
makes us
many other people."
after
talk about
the
our
per
Parisian attacks featured the sonal beliefs on a certain sub
prophet Muhammad crying on ject with research,” said Martin.
his knees saying, “Tout est ParBeing a supporter of free speech,
donne” (All is Forgiven) and Martin felt sympathetic towards
holding a sign that reads “Je the victims at Charlie Hebdo, but
suis Charlie” (I am Charlie).
shared the same sentiment as
Even after the attacks, the story Professor Belanger regarding how
continues to receive press. Some the magazine’s attackers went
students of CSUMB try to keep up too far by using lethal violence.

Many students share the same
views as Andrew Martin when
it comes freedom of speech. But
just last year CSUMB deliber
ated on the idea of limiting free
speech throughout our campus.
Section 5.0 of the Facilities Use
Policy mentions “Unacceptable
forms of expression and conduct.”
CSUMB alumnus and for
mer Editor in Chief for the Otter
Realm, Erin Hawkins, wrote an
article last spring about the sec
tion concerning students and free
speech on campus. “These forms
of expression and conduct in
clude ‘any activity that prevents
students and other members of
the University Community from
attending classes, completing
course work... or conducting
University-related
business.’”
The Facilities Use Policy failed
to pass in spring of last year.
It seems that our campus has
the desire to say and act the way
we wish, but for all to be con
siderate of others beliefs, pref
erences, and moral standings.
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“NOIR,” A FILM AND AN EXPERIENCE
FACULTY CREATES ANIMATED FILM AND INTERACTIVE PROJECT
Jonah Worcester .Staff Reporter

JWORCESTER@CSUMB. EDU

California State University, Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB) continues to
support and display art created
by educators and students. This
was not an ordinary film or paint
ing to simply view in a gallery or
theater. This piece was an interac
tive experience. It was a journey.
On Thursday, Jan. 29, the
Cinematic Arts and Technol
ogy (CART) department held
an interactive installation and
projection show from 5-8 p.m.
The exhibit was created and dis
played and recently added by an
imation Professor Soyeon Kim,
in collaboration with CART stu
dents Nick Goodman (Senior)
and Jordan Rodriguez (Junior).
Here, audience members had
the opportunity to create their
own story about what they felt
from the piece, and even had the
opportunity to express their expe
rience at the end of their journey.
Upon entering the exhibit, vis
itors were given paper and a pen.

Photo By: Jonah Worcester

The main character of the film "Noir"

The caption above them read “Cre
ate your own story: Based on your
interpretations and experiences
throughout this journey...would
you share your stories with us?”
For this event the CART stu
dio was transformed into an
exhibit. Upon entering, the au
dience experienced a unique hy
brid of animation styles which
was complemented by a musical

Photo by: Estella Porras

score featuring strings and xylo
phones. The score aided to cap
turing the essence of that inner
child wonder, which I actually
saw on the faces of many in the
studio. Around 40-50 people
attended the event of all ages.
Opening in color, and descend
ing into black and white noir style,
visuals depicted a puppet crow.
After discussing with sev-

eral students the connection
was made that this was a com
ing of age tale about a misun
derstood crow making it’s way
through the forest after being
attacked by a human shadow.
After viewing, visitors were giv
en the opportunity to witness each
part that made up the animation.
CART technical staff, Emma
Gibson, Junior said “It’s inter
esting to see when people realize
that each element of the show
is actually in the film.” In fact
each section was an example
of different form of animation.
The forms of animation used
were live action, stop motion,
drawing, and computer animation.
Students,
professors,
and
children alike either had their

own interpretation of the sto
ry or simply praised the piece
for it’s artistic achievement.
One of Kim’s goals with “Noir”
was to dispel the negative su
perstitions of the crow, saying
“there are not many good super
stitions about crows.” Creating
the piece from the crow’s perspec
tive, Kim proposed the concept
was about a crow finding its "...
identity of who they are and love
who they really are”, despite the
negative superstitions affiliat
ed with them. A concept many
students across the campus may
resonate with of finding their
place like the crow of “Noir”.

IS YOUR INFORMATION SAFE?

HOW MISINFORMATION MAY
AFFECT FACEBOOK USERS
Eric Ransom, Staff Reporter

ERANSOM@CSUMB.EDU

For the past two months, Face
book users have circulated misin
formation and hoaxes due to pri
vacy agreements that leave users’
information open to the public.
In retaliation, some users have
created their own agreements,
falsely protecting their infor
mation, according to ABC news.
Facebook, Inc. has taken ac
tion to minimize misinformation
while keeping the ability to post
freely an option. Among others,
California State University Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB) students may
not be aware if their information
is ever used or tampered with.
The
misinformation
out
break has gone viral not once,
but twice in the past two years.
First in 2012, and again Jan. 2 of
this year since the privacy state
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ment will be updated Jan. 30.
According to Facebook, the
privacy terms explain in Sec
tion 2 that content provided by
the user is owned by the user
and in no way belongs to Face
book. You control how the in
formation is shared through
privacy and application settings
set up by the social network.
Section 2, Policy 4 states that
“when you publish content or
information using the Public
setting, it means that you are
allowing everyone, including
people off of Facebook, to ac
cess and use that information,
and associate it with you (i.e.
your name and profile picture).”
The Otter Realm asked a cou
ple of students if they had known
about the recent hoaxes and pri
vacy agreements on Facebook
and neither were aware of the
viral hoax or new terms. Mufaro Madzingira, a Global studies

major and freshman said ”No, I
hardly use Facebook.” She is not
alone. Derrick Jasso, Math ma
jor and CSUMB senior says, "...
not aware of hoaxes or privacy
agreements, only uses Facebook
to talk to friends.”
The dangers of not knowing the
terms and agreements of Facebook
pose a threat to your information
that could be displayed publicly,
such as your contact information
as well as your address. The idea
of personal information falling
into the hands of hackers and
identity thieves may force Face
book users to leave the online so
cial network. However, Facebook
has an ace or two up their sleeve.
According to the Atlantic on
Jan. 20, Facebook announced a
new function that will flag mis
informed posts and keep infor
mation true to many of the users.
The users in turn have the power
to edit information passing along

Emiko Yamauchi, CHHS, Junior

Photo by: Eric Ransom

their news feeds by simply clicking
the tab on the upper right hand
corner and choose the option: “I
do not like this post.” When you
are prompt to give a reason why,
you pick: “I think it shouldn’t be
on Facebook.” Another prompt
will appear listing more reasons
for you to choose from and the
one to flag the post as misinform
ing is listed as: “It’s a false story.”
The new function (hoax button)
or “algorithm” will then discard
the post from your news feed and
flag the post as misinformation or
a hoax. The hoax button, still rela
tively new, has yet to be noticed by
users around campus. Emiko Ya
mauchi, Collaborative Health and
Human Services junior gave her

thoughts on the issue of the hoax
button, “A good idea to have. It is
good to secure your privacy.” Wil
liam Allen, Biology major and a
sophomore shared his view of the
recent button,” A more intellectu
ally based post shown, more inter
est in information. Cyberbullying
may occur and correct informa
tion may be hurt in the process.”
As students, we should be aware
of what we sign up to do online.
Facebook’s simplified Privacy Ba
sics is an eye opener for you to
check your privacy settings, data
information, and become aware
of your new ability to edit con
tent you deem as misinformation.
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CSUMB graduate Jessie Jordan posing with Dr. Laurie Marker's book

Photo By: Miranda Squires

CHASINGA Dream
Jessie Jordan's illustration of a cheetah

Photo By. Miranda Squires

Miranda Squires, Staff Reporter

MSQUIRES@CSUMB.EDU
For 24-year-old Jessie Jordan, a recent
graduate of the California State University,
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) Science Illustra
tion Certificate Program, her dreams of
becoming a zoologist and a professional
illustrator are becoming a reality.
Growing up in Dallas, Texas, Jordan
was inspired by wildlife; her mother sup
ported her love for nature by encouraging
her to explore the outdoors and play in the
dirt. As a child, Jordan became even more
captivated by the wild after watching the
Lion King, and states “ever since then it’s
been my dream to go to Africa and be a
zoologist.”
Although she is not a certified zoologist,
Jordan considers herself one due to the
way she learns about animals through art.
She first discovered the Science Illustra
tion program at CSUMB in high school,
and realized if she was going to pursue
a career in art, she should select science
illustration because of her love for animals
and nature.
After attending the Maryland Institute
College of Art for her Bachelor’s Degree
in Illustration, Jordan moved back to
Dallas to become a graphic design intern
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for the Dallas Zoo, where she did her first
illustration of chimpanzees. Apparently,
chimpanzees have better vision than hu
mans and contemplate artwork in a similar
way as we do. The zoo commissioned her
to paint portraits for the chimps to hang in
their rooms, behind the scenes.
“I always knew I wanted to work with
animals and be a part of conservation...” Jesse Jordan
When Jordan turned 22, she started
becoming passionate about science illus
tration, and once it started to take hold of
her life, she applied to the CSUMB Science
Illustration Certificate Program.
Most are unaware that this program,
according to the website, is “one of the
most prestigious programs of its kind in
the nation.” It is a one year program that
focuses on giving students the opportuni
ty to gain skills in traditional and digital
scientific illustration that professionals use
in the field.
While studying at CSUMB, Jordan
became an intern at the Pacific Grove
Natural History Museum, creating illus
trations and signs, which is where she met
Dr. Laurie Marker of the Cheetah Conser
vation Fund (CCF).

Illustrations by Jessie Jordan

Dr. Marker is the Executive Director
and Founder of the CCF in Namibia, Africa
and is recognized as one of the leading
cheetah experts in the world. She has been
working with cheetahs since 1974 and
moved to Namibia to found the nonprofit
in 1990. Her goal was to “develop a per
manent Conservation Research Centre for
the wild cheetah.”
The cheetah is the most endangered
cat in Africa. Dr. Marker and the CCF

Photo By: Miranda Squires

team dedicate themselves to international
research, education and training in order
to save the wild cheetah and find “mitiga
tion strategies and business initiatives that
allow cheetahs and people to coexist.”
Currently, Dr. Marker is working on a
children’s book about an orphaned chee
tah named Chewbaaka. The book is about
his life struggles; surviving death, roaming
around Africa alone, encountering farm
ers, and changing their minds about the
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demeanor of cheetahs.
Jordan was asked by Dr. Marker to cre
ate 10 to 15 illustrations for the book, and
in order to reach her goal of illustrating
the atmosphere of life in Africa, she will
be traveling to Namibia to work and live at
the Cheetah Conservation Fund alongside
Dr. Marker and her team.
In planning her travels, Jordan faced a
bit of adversity once she realized she was
not able to afford a plane ticket, but she
was determined to find a way to raise the
funds she needed. She searched the Inter
net and found a website called gofundme.
com. The user sets up a webpage explain
ing their goals and their cause and then
use social media for marketing. Jordans

Dr. Laurie Marker's book. A Future for Cheetahs

Dr. Laurie Marker releases a cheetah into it's natural habitat
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goal was to raise $2000 and she exceeded
that by raising $2080. She will be flying to
Namibia in late February to work side by
side with Dr. Marker.
Even when your dreams seem to be
fleeting with all of life’s current responsi
bilities, remember: “You are confined only
by the walls you build yourself.” - Andrew
Murphy, Australian Olympian

Follow Jordan’s Journey on
Instagram @zoologyillustration
For more information or to get in
volved visit www.cheetah.org

Photo By: Miranda Squires

Dr. Laurie Marker

Photo By: Eli Walker

Photo By: Eli Walker
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THE BEST OF
CES 2015

Jacob Barnett, Staff reporter

JBARNETT@CSUMB.EDU

Many of the world’s top tech
nology firms gathered in Las
Vegas early this year to show
off their latest developments at
the 2015 Consumer Electron
ic Showcase (CES). CES 2015
brought a wave of innovations
that could chart the course of the
tech industry for years to come.
Virtual Reality (VR) has taken
off this year, inspired by Face
book’s $2 billion acquisition of
Oculus VR last year. Initially
designed for video games, the
Oculus Rift and Sony’s Proj
ect Morpheus are worn on the
head and place 3D displays di
rectly in front of the eyes of
wearers, giving them a sense
of presence in the game world.
Oculus Rift owner and Comput
er Science and Information Tech
nology (CSIT) Senior Jeremy Car
rillo explained how it works. “It
tracks real-world head movement
and simulates it in the game...You
can immerse yourself in the envi
ronment and it feels like it’s trans
porting you somewhere else.”

IT'S STARTING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE THE FUTURE
Samsung’s Gear VR, Sulon’s
Cortex and Razer’s Open Source
VR are just a few of the new de
vices that give wearers a sense
of presence in virtual environ
ments. Razer’s headset OSVR is
an open source VR device, open
ing the software and hardware
plans for consumer engagement
in development and innova
tion in the emerging field of VR.
“Virtual reality has applica
tions across many industries, not
just games.” Carrillo said. “It can
be used in movies and entertain
ment, as a virtual workspace, in
military and industry training to
show how to use dangerous equip
ment.” He went on to say “Ev
erybody who tries it loves it, and
they want to show their friends.”

Also, in recent years, 3D print
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Media Learning Center

MLC BUILDING 18
CENTER LOBBY
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831.582.5107
csumb.edu/techrent

otter.techrent@gmail.com
www.otterrealm.com

ers have successfully created
cheap, lightweight support col
umns stronger than steel, body
parts, guns, and other 3D print
ers. With this technology, any
body with a 3D printer, technical
knowledge, and proper blueprints
can innovate and bring new cre
ations to fruition. This year at
CES, a 3D-printed spider dress
with was shown, and 3D pens have
joined the ranks of devices capa
ble 3D creation. And XYZprinting literally made a pizza from a
3D food printer which is sched
uled to be released early this year
and will retail for about $2,000.
Though car tech has been a part
of CES in the past, 2015’s confer
ences brought about announce
ments that could revolutionize the
entire automotive industry. From
360 degree collision detection and
computerized windshields, to the
automatic valet, cars are becoming
safer, smarter, and convenient.
Several completely self-driving
cars from automakers including
Ford, Mercedes and Audi made
it to the show. While mostly in
the prototype stage, extensive
testing has been done to prove
that several of these autonomous
vehicles are fully capable of driv
ing themselves safely on public
roads, with several of these vehi
cles driving themselves hundreds
of miles to the show without in
cident. Mercedes-Benz unveiled
their self-driving concept car
aptly named F105 Luxury in Mo
tion, which has the appearance
of a futuristic lounge on wheels.
Arguably, the biggest splash
on the automotive front at this
year’s CES came from Toyota
and their previously announced
hydrogen fuel cell powered Mi
rai. Toyota unveiled its plans to
release over 5,000 patents to its

A Chevrolet TRU concept once shown at CES.

zero-emission hydrogen fuel cell
technology. The release of these
patents is to encourage other
automakers to adopt this new
technology and curb the high
CO2 emissions that contribute
to climate change. Toyota also
vowed to help establish the infra
structure that will be necessary
to support a new era of hydrogen
powered, emission free energy.
The press conferences were livestreamed online at www.cesweb.
org, and the site contains links for
more details on these, and many
more gadgets and announce
ments from this years show. The
footage of the conferences in their
entirety can be found on CNET,
com’s CES 2015 Press Day video.
The barrier to entry in the
tech world is now lower than
ever before. Many of this year’s
devices started off with small
teams and were crowd-funded
on the internet through fundraising sites like Kickstarter.
Oculus Rift started off as a
Kickstarter project in 2012 and
has since brought the concept of
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VR to the attention of the world’s
leading tech companies. OSVR
looks to push things further, en
couraging enthusiasts like Car
rillo to develop their own VR
experiences. 3D printing allows
creative individuals to see their
ideas come to life in a manner that
wasn’t possible before. The spirit
of collaboration has never been
stronger, making the possibili
ties for the future nearly endless.

3D Printer

Photo By: Omni Printers
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BREAKING DOWN BOUNDARIES
ONE MONOLOGUE
ATA TIME
Students involved in The Vagina Monologues discuss concepts of the play.

MOMENTUS MONOLOGUES
Lauren Stokes, Staff Reporter

LSTOKES@CSUMB.EDU
Artistic passion with the unspoken and ta
boo can bridge a gap where conversation
lacks. And true to form, California State
University Monterey Bay (CSUMB)’s ren
dition of the Vagina Monologues returns to
the World Theater just in time for V-Day.
The Vagina Monologues is a play written
by Eve Ensler and is a culmination of stories
and interviews of women that shed light
upon moments in the female experience.
Eve Ensler organized and interviewed 200
women for stories regarding their personal

views on sex, relationships, and violence.
Jasmine Smith, actor and SBS Major,
said “there is effortless connectivity with
in the performers that lift you out of any
previous bias or understandings and often
inspiring to share their own. The aware
ness to the cause for women’s rights is
to empower, girls, sisters and mothers
everywhere. It is not man bashing, it’s
feminism mixed with comedy and fact.”
The Vagina Monologues began as
open conversations with friends, who
then brought up similar situations from
other women. Content ranges from sex,
love, rape, menstruation, masturba
tion, birth, orgasm, and much more. The

play’s presence at CSUMB is part of this
year’s V-Day campaign. The V-Day’s mis
sion is to celebrate women and girls and
to stop the sexual violence being perpe
trated against them all over the world.
This same feeling of performing as a way
of self expression inspired several student
performers to share their own stories. “We
shared our passions, dislikes, fears, strug
gles, dreams, and we came together to be
come a family. I have never connected with a
group of women so deeply and I am grateful
for this opportunity each day,” said Smith.
V-Day has raised millions of dollars
since it started over 15 years ago and has
been named one of Worth Magazine’s

‘Too Best Charities.” The CSUMB pro
duction is hosted by EMPOWER, a stu
dent organization that educates the com
munity about violence against women.
A portion of the proceeds will be do
nated to local organizations including
Woman Alive, a women’s shelter in Sa
linas. Woman Alive provides safety and
shelter to homeless women or women
looking for a safe place to stay. They en
courage and welcome donations. Feel
Free to Check out their website: http://
www.dorothysplace.org/womenalive
The Vagina Monologues are showing:
Feb. 12-14 from 8-10 p.m. at CSUMB’s
World Theater. Tickets may be purchased
at the box office 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Students
with ID $10; general admission $15;

FACULTY SUBMISSION:

Monarch March

In the hometown parade, children dress
as migratory insects, pioneers,
Forty-Niners (the Sierra breed),
padres, natives on the Trail of Tears—

ByKentLeathmLecture,HumanCom unicaton

okay, just natives, feathers and skin.
The padres are closer to Francis than Serra,
sandals sans spurs, cormas cropped off.
The miners have never heard of fracking
or Ishi. The wagons are still destined west.
And the paper-thin monarchs with painted-on wings

cross the border to Mexico in absolute faith
their noble tradition will grant access back.
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CSUMB
RISING
Miranda Squires, Staff Reporter

MSQUIRES@CSUMB.EDU

A friend comes to you distraught;
her boyfriend is always asking
where she is, who she’s with,
what she’s doing or wearing
and he doesn’t trust her when
she tells him she is doing home
work with you at the library.
This seems relatively non
threatening, but what most peo
ple don’t know is that this is
the first stage of a vicious cycle
of dating or domestic violence.
In protest of ending sexual dis
crimination and violence against
women, California State Univer
sity, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) is
taking part in One Billion Rising,
calling it CSUMB Rising. The
movement created by Eve Ensler,
writer of the Vagina Monologues.
According to helpguide.com,
“Physical abuse is not just hitting.
Abuse can be kicking, shoving,
pushing, pulling hair, throw

Photos provided by 1 Billion Rising

ON V-DAY OUR CAMPUS RISES TO
ELIMINATE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

ing things, scarring or following
you, or keeping you from freely
coming and going...” This type
of violence not only becomes a
violation of university policy,
but a violation of federal law.
As Deputy Title IX Coordina
tor for California State Univer
sity, Monterey Bay (CSUMB),
Anna Bartkowski reports, inves
tigates, mediates, and tries to
prevent sexual discrimination on
campus. She is also in charge of
raising awareness and creating
campaigns to educate individu
als about sexual discrimination.
Title IX is a federal law that
prohibits sexual discrimination
at any federal institution in the
United States, protecting any
member of the campus commu
nity, on and off campus and at
official and nonofficial events.
Sexual discrimination includes:
sexual assault, harassment, dating

or domestic violence and stalking.
These are all gender or sex based
offenses that diminish an individ
ual’s opportunities for education.
After attending the 1 Billion
Rising event in San Francisco last
year, an international campaign
to protest domestic violence,
Bartkowski felt empowered and
decided to bring the event to the
CSUMB campus. She said “We
have a duty to keep our campus
safe and a duty to respond to the
incidents, to remedy the incidents
and to prevent any recurrence.”
According to the 1 Billion Ris
ing website, this campaign is "...
based on the staggering statistic
that 1 in 3 women on the planet
will be beaten or raped during
her lifetime.” This adds up to
more than one billion women
and girls facing sexual discrim
ination, per year. In light of this,
on February 14th, 2012 1 Billion

Rising launched a movement,
V-Day, where “men and wom
en around the world [gather] to
dance in protest of this statistic.”
The V-Day movement was
inspired by Eve Ensler’s Vagi
na Monologues, also featured
in this issue, a successful play
telling women’s stories about
their connections with each oth
er and the rest of the world per
formed at CSUMB each year.
The CSUMB Rising event will
be held on Friday, Feb. 13 from 2
p.m. to 5 p.m. in the main quad,
focusing on sexual assault. There

CSUMB

RISING

are a variety of organizations who
are sponsoring and supporting
this campaign including: The
University Police Department,
the Asian Pacific Islander As
sociation, Sodexo, the Title IX
Task Force, Associated Students
(AS), the Music and Perform
ing Arts Department, and more.
With performances from many
different groups on campus and
the local community, there will be
singing, dancing and even a flash
mob to unite our student body
against ending sexual and gender
based violence in our community.

A One Bil on Rising Event

DRUM! DANCE! RISE!
FEBRUARY 13Main
2-5 P.M.
Quad
Photo provided by 1 Billion Rising
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17 | Otter Realm | February 12, 2015

BRADY MATCHES MONTANA
WITH FOURTH
SUPER BOWL WIN
BUTLER, A HERO FOR BRADY AND HIS LEGACY

Janine Brown. Staff Reporter

JABROWN@CSUMB.EDU

The New England Patriots franchise has
always been known for causing controver
sies and stirring up trouble. In 2007, the
Patriots were caught videotaping defensive
signals for their opponents in the “spygate
scandal.” Just recently the Patriots were
accused of under inflating eleven out of
twelve footballs, called “Deflate Gate”, in
their blowout win over the Indianapolis
Colts in the AFC Championship Game. Su
per Bowl XLIX did not leave us hanging
from suspense and controversial calls. As
it appeared to the record setting 114.4 mil
lion viewers, according to sportingnews.
com, with 26 seconds remaining in the 4th
quarter, the Patriots were moments away
from what would have been their third
Super Bowl loss. Undrafted rookie cor
nerback Malcolm Butler made the play of
the game when he intercepted Seahawks
quarterback Russell Wilson at the 1 yard
line to seal the victory for the Patriots.
Now that Tom Brady has won his fourth
super bowl title, many will put the Patri
ots’ quarterback in the conversation with
another familiar legend, San Francisco
49ers’ quarterback Joe Montana, for who
is the best ever to play the game. Feb. 2,
2015 was a record setting day for Brady.
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He broke another one of Joe Montana’s
records for touchdown passes in the Su
per Bowl with 13 total, Montana had 11.
With Deflate Gate consequences around
the corner, is Tom Brady’s legacy and rep
utation forever tarnished if found guilty?
I asked California State University,
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) student, Daye
Turner, Sophomore, SBS Major, who he
thought was the best quarterback of all
time and his answer did surprise me. “I
think that Tom Brady is the best quarter
back to ever play the game because Joe
Montana got to play without the salary
cap” said Turner. The rules now are more
favorable towards offenses because you
cannot hit the receivers and the quarter
back like you used to. However, Tom Brady
beat the best defense the league has seen
in years and that makes him the best.”
I also talked to twenty-five CSUMB stu
dents on campus and I asked them who
they thought was the best QB of all time,
Montana or Brady. Sixteen students said
Brady and nine students said Montana.
To me, what determines who is the best
boils down to individual performances.
Montana has been to four Super Bowls and
never lost any of them. However, Brady has
been to six Super Bowls and lost two, late
in the fourth quarter with two very magical
Giants catches, one by David Tyree where
he caught the ball essentially at the top of
his head with his helmet and a second by
Mario Manningham dangerously close to
sideline. Many argue that Brady should be
a six time super bowl winner. Ultimately,
what we have to consider is what Brady
did to put his team in the position to lose
two super bowls late in the 4th quarter.
Costly interceptions and a lack of a good
defense were both keys factors in the Patri
ots two super bowl losses to the New York
Giants. However there is one statistic that
we cannot deny. Joe Montana never threw
an interception in any of his four super
bowl wins. Tom Brady has thrown three,
but still has the potential to surpass Joe
Montana if he wins another super bowl
and thus take sole possession of the title
of best quarterback to ever play the game.
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2014-2015 BASKETBALL WRAP UP
CSUMB'S WOMEN'S AND MEN'S BASKETBALL TEAMS HOSTING A DOUBLE
HEADER FOR THEIR FINAL HOME GAME
Taylor Johnson, Staff Reporter

TAJOHNSON@CSUMB.EDU
Bring your face paint, otter gear,
and school spirit. Both the men’s
and women’s basketball teams
will be hosting their final home
game of the season on Feb.
2iat 5:30 p.m. in the Kelp Bed.
Both teams will be playing
against California State University
San Bernardino (CSUSB) for the
second time of the season. Former
coach of the women’s team Renee
Jimenez will coach the Coyote’s
women’s team, who currently
hold fourth place in the league.
During the final home game
the Otters will be honoring their
seniors Jenna Bandy, guard, hu
man communications major, Nik
ki Beckman, guard, kinesiology
major, Greg Anderson, forward,
kinesiology major and Jorey
Scott, forward/Center, kinesiol
ogy major, who will be playing
their final collegiate home game.
“It will be difficult saying
goodbye to our seniors because
we are losing two of our best re
bounders. They are key players
for our team and together we will
have to make up for them being
gone.” Mateo Jones, Sophomore,
guard, said to The Otter Realm.
The women’s team, coached
by Kerri Nakamoto, started the
season with 11 new players, both
freshman and transfer students.
The Otters are currently 11th in
the CCAA league. “This season
was another learning experi
ence. The team is very young,”
said Ashley Morgan, former

guard, graduate assistant coach.
Although it is a very new
team, they’ve showed glimpses
of great promise. “Next season
we can expect a better perfor
mance.” Morgan stated. “The
girls will have played together
for a year, created a bond and
can be more comfortable playing
together. Also, they can now see
what is expected to win a game.”
The Otter Realm also spoke
with McKenna Hill, sopho
more, forward, who is excited
to start the new season, “Fans
can look forward to watch
ing a team that will do what
ever it takes to win.” she said.
The CSUSB Coyote’s wom
en’s team, currently in fourth
in the CCFA, are coached by
Renee Jimenez, the former Ot
ters coach who leaded the team
to a successful campaign win
ning the CCAA regular season
championship in 2011 and the
CCAA Tournament title in 2012.
The men’s team, with fifth
year coach Rob Bishop, hold a
steady pace at 10-12. The team
is currently 10th in the confer
ence, averaging 72 points per
game. Both Evan Zeller, soph
omore guard, and Alex Fertig,
junior guard, dominated the
boxscore for CSUMB in scoring,
field goals, three point field goals
and minutes played per game.

Photo by: Taylor Johnson
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Participants in a 5K run

RUN THESE (IN YOUR UNDIES)

Briana Mackey, Staff Reporter

BMACKEY@CSUMB.EDU

Start the semester off on the right
foot, or left, however you prefer to
begin a race because charity mar
athons are happening all along
the coast in February. What’s
unique about these events is that
instead of dressing in typical run
ning gear, these races encourage
your creative side; all tutus, one
sies, wings and wigs are welcome!
However, the main purpose is to
raise awareness for the cause,
not be first to the finish line.
Not sure what to do on Valen

TAKE PART IN UNIQUE CHARITY 5Ks NEAR YOU

tines Day? It doesn’t matter wheth
er you’re single, taken or if it’s
complicated, Cupid’s Undie Run
will be sure to get you in the mood
for love Feb. 14 in San Francisco.
Brittney Jordan, the co-race di
rector of San Francisco, explains
“Currently, the money raised by
Cupid’s Undie Run goes towards
the Children’s Tumor Foundation
(CTF) research on treatment op
tions and finding a cure.” The CTF
is dedicated to ending neurofibro
matosis (NF), a tumor that may

cause blindness, deafness, learn
ing disabilities and severe chron
ic pain (Cupidsundierun.com).
Lets face it, if these kids are brave
enough to stand up to cancer, you
can run a mile in your underwear.
If Valentines Day is booked,
The Polar Plunge provides oppor
tunities to cool off by taking a dip
or a dive on Feb. 21 in San Fran
cisco and Feb. 28 in Santa Cruz.
The Polar Plunge raises money for
the Special Olympics in Northern
California and Nevada to help

those with intellectual disabili
ties become more than they ever
would have imagined. This cool
5k ends with a huge splash in the
San Francisco Bay or at the Santa
Cruz Pier. Your plunge can consist
of anything from dipping your toe
in the ocean to diving in headfirst.
The Together with Love Run/
Walk in Pacific Grove was held
on Feb. 9,by the Monterey County
Rape Crisis Center (MCRCC). Ac
cording to Clare Mounteer, the Ex
ecutive Director and primary co

Photo by: Clare Mounteer
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ordinator, “All the funds raised at
the event are used to support our
services, including crisis interven
tion and counseling for clients.”
Another inspiring fact is that
one of our own, Diana Mejia, a
sophomore Communication De
sign major, was the winner of
the annual logo design contest.
Mejia states she was inspired by
“...typography and simplicity. I
wanted to take on a minimalistic approach but I kicked it up a
notch by applying vibrant colors
and vector elements.” This is the
fifth year the MCRCC has teamed
up with California State Univer
sity Monterey Bay (CSUMB) to
bring life to a new marketing logo.
Closer to home, there is an
event called The Slut Walk that
happens on campus. Even though
it is not a marathon it is a move
ment with a call to action. This
walk will take place during Wom
an, Gender and Justice Month.
The Slut Walk reclaims the word
slut and brings awareness of
sexual assault and the injustices
that are against women. To track
when this is happening you can
check out the CSUMB website.
Keep in mind you can always
donate online, there is no big
ger winner than the charities
themselves. It is gratifying to
know that your efforts direct
ly benefit each charity and their
mission to make a difference.
For more information check
out
www.cupidsundierun.com,
www.mtryrapecrisis.org,
and
www.polarplungenorcalnv.com.
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Students enjoying the nice sunny day at the beach.

Photo by: Miguel Palmer

NEW SEMESTER, NEW ADVENTURES
Miguel Palmer, Staff Reporter

MPALMER@CSUMB.EDU

As the new semester begins at
California State University Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB), many stu
dents are eager to reacquaint
with friends and to explore the
beauty lying throughout Mon
terey Bay and beyond. Whether
you are a new or returning stu
dent, our area has many locations
that give students the chance to
get away from strenuous work
and a monotonous routine.
Bram, O’Bell, Cinematic Arts
and Technology major, Junior at
CSUMB, told the Otter Realm he
likes to “go to the beach a lot...”
as well as “...visit Cannery Row to
walk around and eat some food
at Johnny Rockets,” one of the
many restaurants Cannery Row
has to offer. Samantha Bulmer,
Liberal Studies major, sopho
more had a similar view “I like
to go to the beach with friends
and eat at local restaurants like
the Noodle Bar in Seaside.”
CSUMB’s Outdoor Recreation
program is a viable resource be
cause it offers a large variety of
fun and affordable activities for

www.otterreaIm.com

MAKE THE MOST OF OUR AREA HIKING,
CAMPING OR SIGHTSEEING
students.
Nehemias Tamayo,
mechanic of the Otter Cycle Cen
ter and member of the Outdoor
Recreation, had a lot of informa
tion to share for students eager to
explore the surrounding areas of
Monterey Bay. “This [program]
is a great way to get to know the
surrounding areas. It is also a
great way to get to know peo
ple on campus,” Tamayo said.
There are numerous activities
students can do at the Outdoor
Recreation. “We offer the Sequoia
and Kings Canyon camping trip
on May 1, and the Yosemite camp
ing trip April 17,” Tamayo said, as
well as what he calls “The normal
stuff like, camping, hiking, Pinna
cles National Park and rock climb
ing.” To find more information on
these events and more, you can
go on to http://activities.csumb.
edu/outdoor-recreation and click
on Trips and Outings to see a
list of events you can sign up for.
If you need more resources for
your adventures,
http://www.
seemonterey.com/ offers a list of
activities at iconic locations such

as Carmel, Pebble Beach, and
Point Lobos to visit. The web
site includes tips such as a visit
to the Monterey Bay Aquarium
which accepts free passes given to
students at the beginning of the
academic year, whale watching,
and of course enjoying a day at
any of the beaches the Monterey
Peninsula has to offer. Not only
does seemonterey.com have a list
of fun-filled activities for anyone
to do, but it also informs readers
of different restaurants and spe
cial events going on in our area.
One of the more special events
happening in Monterey this month
is the AT&T Pebble Beach Nation
al Pro-Am. This annual event will
be happening from Feb. 9 _ Feb.
15 2015. This event brings pro
fessional golfers and celebrities
from all over the country togeth
er in a tournament to raise mon
ey for a variety of charities. For
more information on the AT&T
Pebble Beach National Pro-Am
visit http://www.attpbgolf.com/.
Both the Outdoor Recreational
Club and seemonterey.com offer

students a great variety of activ
ities to do throughout our area.
Outdoor Recreation offers new or
returning students the opportu
nity to see new local areas as well
as develop new friendships with
other students. Seemonterey.com
is a great resource with a bigger
broader amount of things to do

Hiking Point Lobos CSUMB Outdoor Rec club

which allows people who want to
see more locations and get local
specials. Sowhat are you doingjust
sitting there; adventure awaits!

Photo by: CSUMB Outdoor Rec
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MEMOIRS OF A MALE FEMINIST
UNLEARNING THE OLD SCRIPT OF BEING A MAN
Christopher James-Justice Siders

CSIDERS@CSUMB.EDU

Thirty-year-old HCOM major, Tyler Gid
ney, reminds me a lot about myself when
looking into culture of feminism. He
does not identify as a feminist, howev
er, he stands in solidarity with women.
Before I identified myself as a feminist, I
was not sure what it meant to be a “male
feminist.” What exactly does the role of a
“male feminist” take on in the feminist
movement? Personally, when I identify
with feminism I view it as being an ally.
Gidney feels that it’s his role as male to
take a step back and listen to the concerns
brought up in the community. “I try to
consciously take a step back and be quiet
to create room for the women in my life
to feel safe and free to speak and to listen
when they do speak and respond, not with
words, but by changing my actions that cre
ate more equitable situation,” Gidney said.
Being part of the 2013 cast of CSUMB’s
MENding Monologues and having role

models such as professors Deb Bus
man, Diana Garcia and Renee Curry
have also contributed to Gidney’s un
derstanding of feminism. He strives to
learn more to pave a safe and success
ful future for his 7-year-old daughter.
Reflecting on his younger years, Gidney
described feelings of self-disgust, noticing
the patriarchal system embedded in so
cial norms he once took part of. “It is dou
bly devastating when I see the role that I
played in the culture of misogyny that al
lows acts of gender and sexual violence to
take place... Outside pressures and social
persuasion, scripts passed down from older
men in my life about what it means to be
‘a man,’ these things caused me to seek out
sex and money as the two primary means
of validation in my life,” Gidney said.
Another way he obtained oppressive ideas
about women was through media. “There is
an implied power balance in our media that
creates a ‘man’s world’ so to speak,” Gidney
said. He suggests that we critically exam
ine all our media and expose areas where
patriarchal messages are being displayed.

OTTER EBERT’S
MOVIE REVIEW
Sara Bullo, Staff Reporter

SBUFFO@CSUMB.EDU
Oscar contender “Selma” gives audienc
es a glimpse of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s historic march for equal voting rights
In honor of Black History Month, this
issue’s movie pick is Best Picture nominee
for this year’s Academy Awards, “Selma.”
The film stars David Oyelowo as Dr. Mar
tin Luther King Jr. during the height of the
Civil Rights Movement. Throughout the
film, viewers watch King evolve from recent
Nobel Peace Prize winner, to a citizen who
is angry as African Americans continue to
be harassed, beaten and murdered in the
streets because of the color of their skin.
The film takes place after efforts we
made to ban segregation, but tensions
were still high among Caucasians and Afri
can-Americans in the South. The character
of Annie Cooper, played by Oprah Winfrey,
is shown applying to register to vote. She is
turned down when the office staff asks her
to name all 67 county judges in Alabama—a
ludicrous question which she is unable to
answer and therefore denied registration.
There are many instances of racial dis
crimination represented in the film, such as
King being punched in the face for attempt
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Listening to Gidney’s sto
ry made me think of my sit
uation when I was younger.
What a teenager’s definition
of being “a man” requires.
During those years, in the
eyes of the youth, you must
establish some sort of power
and dominance over others.
Another thing that solidifies
what it meant to be a man
was the ability to gain sexual
pleasure from the opposite
sex. Being a virgin was not
the symbol of being pure; it was look down
upon as being “unattractive” and “weak”
for a young man part of a hyper masculine
community. Some of the effects of being put
down and shamed still follow me to this day.
I tend to feel a little bit uncomfortable when
friends are talking about sex around me.
“A lot of the hyper masculinity that I
see is the result of social pressures to per
form ‘like a man,”’ Gidney said. After he
reminisced of a situation in his high school
years where a young woman approached

Tyler Gidney and his daughter

him asking if he was supposed to be a boy
or a girl. “I had slightly long hair, part
ed in the middle, a young boyish face and
a little extra weight, but I didn’t think I
looked much like a girl.,” Gidney said.
Gidney also stated that when there is
a call for social equity, people with pow
er and privilege are afraid to lose it. Be
ing in a patriarchal society “men in par
ticular would be afraid of a woman in
power because it means less opportunity
for them to be in power,” Gidney said.

SELMA

ing to check
in to a hotel
that had a
“Whites Only”
sign in front
of it. Despite
this,
King
continued to advocate for peace and
encouraged
non-violent protests
as
he led the fight for the right to vote.
CSUMB students who have seen the film
feel that the filmmakers did an astounding
job depicting this point in history. “Sel
ma is one of those movies that tackles a
momentous part of American history, and
could potentially upset a lot of people if it
was told in the wrong manner,” said CART
major Rebekah Doyle, senior. “But the film
makers did a great job of upholding the in
tegrity of the story and people involved.”
The film briefly mentions others in
volved in the Civil Rights movement and
also includes a quick scene with Malcolm
X. However, the story tends to solely fo
cus on King. Oyelowo brilliantly portrays
the activist and was arguably snubbed for
a Best Actor nomination. He gives a capti-

vating performance and does justice as he
portrays King’s legacy. His powerful speech
scenes make it feel as though you are watch
ing King himself. Another arguable snub is
director Ava DuVernay. According to the
New Yorker, DuVernay “reworked [the
script] heavily” when it finally came into
her possession after being turned down by
directors like Spike Lee and Michael Mann.
Her vision shines through this depiction of
history and shows the Civil Rights move
ment in an up close and personal way.
Along with some key players being over
looked, the film has controversies of its own.
Former U.S. President Johnson is de
picted as a cowardice individual, un
willing to compromise with King in any
of their many interactions. Instead of
working with the marchers himself,
Johnson tells the governor of Alabama

to “deal” with them, therefore passing
along the responsibility and proving he
wants nothing to do with movement.
Additionally, the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) is shown as an evil force, with
the head of the agency, J. Edgar Hoover,
asking Johnson if he would like them to
“take care” of King or even his wife so as
to “dismantle the family home”. There are
also graphics that frequently appear on the
screen revealing CIA logs of King. These
showed that the agency was constantly spy
ing on King, always knowing where he was or
even whom he was speaking on the phone to.
Despite the hardships those people
active in the Civil Rights movement en
countered, “Selma” shows that when
a community and nation can come to
gether, great change can happen.
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STUDENT SUBMISSION:
Nightlife

Edited Version of a Short Story
by Carol A. Celic, HCOM Senior

Enjoying my slumber, inside an old oak
tree, I’m awakened by Sam’s wet nose, and
twitching whiskers pushing through the
crevice. “Randy! It’s time to get up! The
sun set an hour ago. Time’s a wastin’!”
“Yeah, yeah — I’ll be out in a minute,” I
sleepily chatter. “What’s the weather like
tonight?”
“Foggy, what else do you expect living in
the Monterey Peninsula?” he replies.
It’s time to venture out onto California
State University, Monterey Bay’s campus
— my home.
Squeezing through the base of the tree,
I find Sam — my best friend — standing
on his hind legs. “Hmmm. Smells like the
Dining Commons has cheeseburgers on
the menu tonight,” he says, sniffing the air.
“We’ll hit the trash cans near there, after
it closes,” I reply. But first, I need to pay
a visit to my old lady, she gets bitchy if I
don’t see her. “Stella is expecting me by
the dumpsters at Avocet Hall.”
“Ah crap, do you think Maggie will be
with her?” Sam groans. “She’s still pissed
at me for eating a kit from our last litter
and wants nothing to do with me.”
I tell him I’m not sure, and to avoid any
conflict I’d meet up with him in an hour in
front of Otter Express.
Heading out of the oak grove, I
saunter across the parking lot. I see two
girls walking down Divarty and they see
me.
“Oh shit! What’s that?” exclaims a lanky
redhead.
“It’s a raccoon!” screeches the other one
in glasses, “Oh my God!” They hurry off,
squealing, with their Uggs scraping against
the sidewalk.
For a university that touts diversity, I
have never witnessed a bigger bunch of
hypocrites — they’re speciesists, to put it
mildly. They come from the ‘burbs and
the city, never seeing our kind before.
Ignorant to the natural environment of our
home and our way of being, most students
fear us and call us masked menaces.
Others are not respectful of our space
and think we are just like one of their
domesticated pets.
A light shines over the dumpsters of
Avocet Hall, I see a movement; it’s Stella.

“Nice of you to finally show up,” she
quips. “Maggie’s in the dumpster right
now.”
The lid lifts slightly and Maggie’s
whiskered muzzle appears, “Hey guys, help
me out here, I found some strawberries.”
I climb up and hold the lid up as Maggie
drags a crumbled paper bag, soaked with
red stains, out over the edge and drops it
down to Stella waiting below.
Maggie glares at me, “Where’s that
worthless, kit eating bastard tonight?”
“He’s probably over in North Quad,” I
respond.
“I bet he’s hanging out with that tramp
Lucy, who lives behind University Center,”
she growls.
“Did you hear about Charlie?” she
inquires, as red droplets of juice from
some old strawberries dribble down her
chin.
“No, did something happen?” I
respond.
“Doug told me, the other night, that
they were cruising near Avocet Hall, when
Charlie caught a whiff of brownies coming
out of that dorm’s window,” pointing to
the only dorm on the bottom floor with its
lights off and window shut. “Apparently,
Charlie wanted them pretty bad, ‘cause he
talked Doug into letting him stand on his
shoulders and boost him through the open
window.”
“That’s bold,” I comment.
“Well, it turns out that the brownies
were seasoned with that herb we get wind
of now and then,” she continues in a
gossipy tone. “Charlie just slumped over
and passed out on one of the dorm beds.”
I laugh.
“It’s not funny, Randy,” she growls. “It
wasn’t until the next evening that Doug
saw Charlie, when Animal Control was
carrying him out in a trap.”
“Oh, that sucks!”
“Yeah, Doug said Charlie was so stoned,
he had no idea what was happening.”
Maggie continues, “Doug said at one
point he could see into the room — it was
trashed!”
“Poor Charlie, I hope Doug is okay,” I
sigh.
I tell them I am supposed to meet Sam.

“Tell him I hope he gets rabies,” snarls
Maggie.
I saunter across Main Quad and find
Sam leaning against a trash can in front of
Otter Express.
“How’s Maggie? She still pissed at me?”
“She sends her regards.”
“Geesh, it’s in our nature, what did she
expect leaving them with me?”
As we head to the Dining Commons I
tell him about Charlie.
We hear someone bumping around in
the trash by the stone tables. Doug’s face
peers out, with a half-eaten cheeseburger
hanging out of his mouth.
“Hey, guys,” he says solemnly.
“Sorry to hear about Charlie.” Isay.
“You know you can always hang with
us,” Sam offers.
“Thanks, I think I’ll take you up on that.
First I lose Beth, when she got hit by that
speeding car on Inter-Garrison — and now
my brother.”
I put my paw on his back, trying to
reassure him, “Yeah, humans are really
making a mess of our lives here.”
After we finished our meal, Doug leans
up against the trash can and lets out a
loud, satisfying belch.
“Hey Randy, let’s go see what Lucy is up
to,” Sam requests.
Doug is too full to move. We bid him
a good-night and head over to University
Center.
Across Divarty, we see Lucy sitting on
the curb, waving at us. I can detect Sam’s
excitement as he pushes my shoulder,
indicating he doesn’t need me to follow.
He swaggers toward her and calls back,
“See you tomorrow night Randy.”
“Sure thing, behave yourselves kids,” I
respond.
I take a casual walk back to my old oak
tree through Main Quad. Through the
fog I hear music coming from The Bomb
Shelter. A sign illuminated in red letters
reads, “On the Air.” I see a woman leaning
back behind a microphone, bobbing her
head to the music. A disco rhythm leeches
out the window, echoing through the quad,
“I love the nightlife, I got to boogie ...”
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PEOPLE ON CAMPUS
What is your craziest food quirk?

Justin Born 2RD YEAR, BUSINESS MAJOR

JRSIHEL RAZO, JASIHELRAZO,4TH YEAR, PSYCHOLOGY MAJOR

CASEY GAHAN, 3RD YEAR, KINESIOLOGY MRJOR

"My food quirk?! I like to put EZ
Cheese onsaltandvinegarchips."

"I put Reese's cups in my peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches."

"I eat twelve eggs and two cups
of oatmeal every morning."

VALERIA SILVA 3ND YEAR, BIOLOGY MAJOR
"I
on

like
my

to
put
Mac 'n'

ketchup
Cheese."

BEN LEUNG 3RD YEAR, BIOLOGY MAJOR
"It's kinda weird but I like to
mix orange juice and milk
in a my protein shakes."

Photos and interviews by: Di Andra Espinoza and Brittainie Gomez
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